[A polymorphism study of the DNA extracted from dental tissues].
Often teeth are the only items which can be used for personal identification in forensic medicine. In the present work we describe a method to extract and amplify DNA from dental elements ranging from 2 weeks to 5 year from the avulsion. PCR (polymerase chain reaction) was used to amplify VNTR sequences; the alleles products were electrophoresed, visualized by traditional methods and compared to the amplified products obtained from the matching blood sample. Our results give a new and powerful investigative tool for personal identification in the field of forensic odontostomatology, since such a procedure can be successfully applied both to recent and to ancient teeth.